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The church have erected a comfortable brick house of 
worship, and until the present year have done all that 
has been done in support of the institutions of the 
gospel. The church has been favored with several re- 
vivals of religion, and has increased to about 90 members. 

Besides these churches, there is a small Presbyterian 
church at WoodvUle, on the north line of the county, and 
midway between its two extremes. The church contains 
some 30 or 40 members. By the aid of the A. H. M. S. 
they have sustained preaching for the last two years. 
They are erecting a neat brick house of worship at Chili, 
just in the borders of Hancock Co. adjoining on the north. 

Ursa Presbyterian church lies nine miles north of 
Quincy, and was organized some two years since. It 
contains about 15 members. The members of this church 
are scattered among a population mostly connected with 
Campbellite and Antinomian Baptist churches. There is 
also a small Congregational church, six miles south of 
Mendon, of 12 or 15 members. Little ministerial labor 
has been bestowed upon the last two named. There are 
two Congregational churches also connected with ** Mis- 
sion Institute, No. 1 & 2.'' 

Could the exact amount of contributions to benevolent 
objects in the churches above named be compared with 
the amount received in aid of supporting the institutions 
of religion, the cause of benevolence would be found to 
be a considerable gainer. 



Tornadoes. 

Home Missionary, Nov., 1844. 
FROM REV. J. WILCOX, GENESEO, HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

In the early part of June, Sharon, the place where I 
have labored much and was then supplying occasionally 
was visited with a most fearful tornado that demolished 
and swept away from their foundations five dwelling 
houses and two large frame barns and nearly destroyed 
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eight other dwelling houses— burying their tenants in the 
ruins, or sweeping them away before its resistless power, 
bruised and crushed, leaving some of them mangled 
corpses amid the scene of desolation. Truly its wake 
bore the most impressive marks of Omnipotence riding 
forth upon the wings of the wind, making darkness his 
pavilion, shooting out his lightnings (three adults were 
struck dead in one house) and literally making bare the 
channels of waters at the blast of the breath of his nos- 
trils. Nor was this all, for the same day, a few hours 
later, another entirely different tornado far more ex- 
tensive and equally terrific and destructive, not twenty 
miles south, swept over a large range of country in which 
lives and property were destroyed and swallowed up as 
in a moment, in a whirlpool of ruins. And since then 
two more instances of this desolating war of the elements 
have visited my own parish, one of which nearly de- 
molished the walls of our new brick edifice, a building 
forty by fifty, that we have been for the last two years 
toiling to erect for our high school, and to answer for 
the present as a house of worship, and which had been 
completed the very night of the fearful tempest that 
beat it to the earth a mingled mass of ruins, and thus all 
our cheering hopes were blighted in a moment, and the 
people's hearts are faint within them. Still we question 
not the wisdom and goodness of our Heavenly Father in 
this, to us, sore chastisement. Though clouds and dark- 
ness are around about Him, we doubt not that justice and 
judgment are the habitation of His Throne. 



